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REQUEST  FOR  PUBLICATIOIN. 


At  tlie  regular  business  meeting  of  Zion  Baptist  Churcli,  held 
on  Friday,  May  5,.  1865,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  our  Pastor  is  respectfully  requested  to  furnish 
a  copy  of  his  discourse,  delivered  on  the  19th  ult,  for  publica- 
tion; and  also  a  copy  of  his  Letter  to  President  Lincoii. 

REPLY; 

Beloved  Brethren, — In  compliance  with  your  unanimous  re- 
quest for  a  copy  of  the  funeral  discourse  delivered  on  the  assas- 
sination of  our  Chief  Magistrate,  together  with  a  letter  addressed 
by  me  to  his  excellency  under  date  of  September  11,  1861, 
for  publication,  is  hereby  cheerfully  complied  with.  Feeling 
satisfied  that  if  anything  presented  by  me  shall  redound  to  the 
elevation  of  our  race  and  the  good  of  our  common  country,  God 
is  glorified;  therefore,  I  faint  not,  but  feel  encouraged,  especially 
when  my  labors  are  appreciated  by  you.      Wallace  Shelton. 


SERMON 


[From  the  Daily  Commercial,  April  20,  1865.] 
The  interior  of  the  Church  was  heavily  draped, 
a  picture  of  the  late  President,  shrouded  in  crape, 
being  suspended  from  the  wall  in  the  rear  of  the 
pulpit.  The  attendance  was  large,  and  the  services 
impressive.  They  were  opened  by  the  reading  of 
the  106th  Psalm.    The  hymn  commencing — 

"  Jehovah  reigns,  His  throne  is  high, 
His  robes  are  light  and  majesty," 

was  sung,  followed  by  prayer  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Wallace  Shelton,  who  alluded  to  the  deceased  Pres- 
ident as  the  enshrined  spirit  of  liberty,  the  chief  of 
the  nation,  the  father  of  the  people,  and  to  his  suc- 
cessor, praying  that  he  might  be  one  "who  feared 
the  Lord,  loved  liberty,  and  meted  out  justice  to 
men,  irrespective  of  color  or  climate." 

The  text  of  the  pastor's  sermon  was  taken  from 
Deuteronomy,  chap.  32,  verse  35  :  "  To  me  belong- 
eth  vengeance,  and  recompense;  their  foot  shall 
slide  in  due  time  :  for  the  day  of  their  calamity  is 
at  hand,  and  the  things  that  shall  come  upon  them 
make  haste." 

He  remarked  that  there  were  several  important 


considerations  to  be  derived  from  this  passage  of 
Holy  Writ.  The  hvnguage  was  addressed  to  those 
wicked  men  who  attempted  to  overturn  and  destroy 
the  principles  of  justice  established  for  the  govern- 
ment of  a  nation  that  worshipped  God. 

We  come  here,  to-day,  to  mourn  as  those  who 
have  lost  a  father — as  those  who  have  lost  their 
best  earthly  friend.  We  come  to  mourn  over  the 
death  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  the  head  of  the 
nation,  the  father  of  the  people.  He  is  dead.  He 
was  murdered.  We  have  seen  how  much  there 
was  beautiful,  and  excellent,  and  gentle  in  his 
Christian  character;  he  had  so  challenged  our  love, 
so  awakened  our  gratitude,  so  knit  himself  to  our 
affections,  so  entered  into  and  possessed  himself  of 
our  hearts,  that  had  his  assassins  given  us  the 
choice,  to  deliver  him  or  ourselves  to  death,  we 
would  have  said,  take  me ;  take  father,  mother, 
sister,  brother;  l)ut  do  not  take  the  life  of  the 
father  of  this  people.  But  this  privilege  was  not 
granted  us;  the  enterprise  of  his  assassination  was 
kept  profoundly  secret  till  the  blow  fell;  and  it  was 
driven  home  by  the  spirit  of  that  oligarchy,  that 
combination  of  men-stealers,  women-whippers  and 
seducers,  who  resolved  to  rule  or  ruin.  When  it 
waged  war  upon  the  Government,  it  resolved  to 
rule;  when,  by  trial  of  arms,  it  found  it  could  not 
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rule,  it  resolved  to  destroy.  The  iron  pillars  of  the 
slave-holder's  rebellion  had  been  pulled  down,  and 
the  master-spirit,  who  had  sustained  it,  and  tilled 
its  worshippers  with  the  spirit  of  devotion  and 
sacrifice,  had  been  humbled  and  made  to  kiss,  re- 
luctantly, the  symbol  of  freedom  and  authority. 
But  the  vile  spirit  of  rebellion  was  not  dead;  it 
lived,  and  nerved  the  arm  to  strike  the  blow^  that 
o-ave  to  death  the  hero  of  the  nation — Abraham 
Lincoln.  ■       .         , 

0,  but  to  think  of  the  spirit  of  our  people  one 
week  ago  last  Sunday  night,  when  they  were  awak- 
ened by  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army. 
How  all  good  men  rejoiced !  There  was  the  promise 
of  peace,  the  hope  of  universal  freedom,  the  har- 
binger of  tranquility,  stability  and  order,  in  that 
news.  How,  in  the  thickness  of  darkness,  the  light 
of  bonfires  and  illuminations  kindled  against  the 
sky  !  and  the  voices  of  the  people  mingled  in  shouts 
of  exultation.  O,  listen  again  to  the  tolling  of  bells 
of  Saturday  morning!  when  came  the  withering 
news  of  the  death  of  our  beloved  President.  There 
was  gathering  gloom  in  the  heavens  and  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  and  weeping  in  the  clouds  and  the 
eyes  of  the  people.  Every  freedman  wept ;  every 
eye  gushed  tears,  and  the  sanctuary  was  filled  with 
lamentations.     "We  thought  then  only  of  the  great 


unspeakable  calamity  tliat  lias  befallen  us  in  the 
death  of  our  father,  Abraham  Lincoln, 

The  speaker  next  directed  the  attention  of  his 
audience  to  their  Eternal  Father  and  Friend,  the 
Father  of  all  men,  of  all  humanity,  who  overuleth 
all  things  for  our  good.  His  providence  moves  in 
a  mysterious  way ;  He  rides  upon  and  directs  the 
storm,  and  Mall  cause  its  wrath  to  praise  Him.  He 
will  protect  the  people ;  He  will  defend  their  cause ; 
all  their  enemies,  who  rise  up  against  them.  He  will 
cut  down.  He  w^ill  raise  up  men,  the  instruments 
of  His  will,  who  will  avenge  His  eternal  justice 
upon  the  assassins  of  the  President.  His  are 
justice  and  judgment.  They  are  among  the  attri- 
butes of  His  being.  His  mercy  and  truth  are  per- 
sonified in  Abraham  Lincoln.  But,  mark  you,  he 
has  finished  his  work.  His  arms  are  at  rest,  his 
body  is  at  ease,  and  his  spirit  is  in  heaven.  He  was 
the  Moses  of  his  people.  But  a  Joshua  has  come 
in  his  place.  Justice  and  judgment  are  coming. 
They  will  come  with  the  administration  of  Andrew 
Johnson.  God  will  make  him  the  instrument  of 
His  vengeance.  He  will  deal  out  retribution,  and 
mete  out  justice,  with  a  steady  and  even  hand. 

We,  the  colored  people,  have  been  taunted  and 
sneered  at  in  the  midst  of  our  distress  by  mean  men 
and  mean  women,  who  have  said  to  us,  more  than 
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once,  "  "Well,  Mr.  Nigger,  what  will  you  do  now, 
father  Abraham  is  gone?"  We  felt  wrath  kindling 
in  our  bosoms,  but  it  is  not  ours  to  kill.  There  is 
indignation  in  the  hearts  of  all  patriots,  and  hence- 
forth we  shall  hear  less  of  this  insulting  language. 
In  due  time,  and  in  a  legal  way,  retribution  must 
be  visited  upon  the  enemies  of  the  nation,  and  of 
liberty  to  all  men. 

The  speaker  predicted  that  no  long  time  would 
elapse  before  Jeif.  Davis  and  his  fellow-conspirators 
would  take  up  their  abode  in  hell  with  that  other 
traitor,  Judas  Iscariot.  It  will  be  done  in  due  time. 
We  are  impatient,  but  he  believed  the  day  of  their 
calamity  was  at  hand,  blessed  be  God.  Then  peo- 
ple who  taunt  us  now  will  feel  that  God  has  raised 
up  another  man  to  be  the  friend  of  the  oppressed. 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  dead,  but  God  is  not  dead. 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  dead,  but  justice  and  truth  still 
live.  God  will  see  to  it  that  the  wicked  do  not 
triumph  over  us,  and  that  we  are  not  carried  back 
into  captivity.  Justice  will  come  quick.  The 
events  which  we  mourn,  he  believed,  would  hasten 
it.  Before  the  end  of  the  year  there  would  not  be 
a  slave  in  the  land  to  clank  his  chains,  nor  a  rebel 
who  would  willingly  show  himself  They  will  be 
hunted  down,  executed  or  exiled.  There  will  be 
no  place  of  rest,  no  shelter  for  treason  or  traitors 
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in  free  America.  We  have  only  to  wait  a  little 
longer.  The  spirit  of  the  murdered  Lovejoy  is 
looking  up.  The  spirit  of  John  Brown  marches 
on,  and  Virginia,  mother  of  slavery  in  our  land, 
who  triumphed  in  his  fall,  shall  acknowledge,  in 
the  hour  of  lier  calamity,  that  he  fell  a  martyr  to 
freedom;  but  that  from  his  ashes  sprang  into  a 
broader  and  truer  life,  the  sentiment  and  spirit  of 
immortal  liberty.  God  grant  that  the  day  will 
come  shortly,  and  that  liberty  may  be  declared 
throughout  all  the  land  and  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof. 

After  a  few  sensible  remarks   by  Mr.   Perham, 
and  the  reading  of  President  Johnson's  reply  to  the 
Illinois  delegation,  and  the  singing  of  the  hynm, 
"  God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way, 
His  wonders  to  perform," 
the  audience  was  dismissed  with  the  benediction. 


LETTER, 


To  his   Excellency  Abraham   Lincoln,  President  of  the    United 

States . 


Cincinnati,  September^  11,  1861. 
Respbcted  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  dignity  of 
your  standing  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  people 
of  this  great  Republic,  and,  in  view  of  the  great 
burden  now  resting  upon  you,  diifering  widely 
from  that  of  your  predecessors, — the  great  and 
fearful  responsibility  resting  upon  you  with  that 
of  your  accountability  toward  the  God  of  war 
and  of  nations,  leads  me  as  one  of  your  humble 
constituents,  to  address  you  these  lines  in  the  fear 
of  that  God,  to  whom  all  are  accountable,  and 
before  whom  all  must  stand ;  and  inasmuch  as  our 
beloved  country  is  afflicted  with  the  dreadful  curse 
of  civil  war,  bloodshed,  and  carnage,  and  as  I  have 
great  reason  to  believe  that  you  fear  that  God  who 
hates  robbery,  confusion,  and  anarchy ;  that  you 
know  what  it  is  to  go  in  secret  and  kneel  before 
Him  in  the  all-prevailing  name  of  the  Mediator, 
Jesus  Christ  the  Righteous ;  who,  I  am  confident, 
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has  led  you  on  to  the  high  and  digniiied  position 
3^ou  occupy  over  this  nation,  and  who  now  at  this 
critical  time,  still  protects  you  in  answer  to  the 
many  prayers  that  are  constantly  going  up  to  Him. 

Sir :  I  am  led  to  remember  the  language  of  one 
of  the  respected  fathers  of  our  country,  Thomas 
Jefferson,  of  Virginia,  who  remembered  that  God 
was  just,  and  that  justice  would  not  always  slum- 
ber, for  which  cause  he  trembled  for  his  country. 
Why  should  his  noble  spirit  thus  tremble  within 
him?  Because  there  was  an  evil  in  this  land 
which  his  soul  hated,  and  he  knew  that  Grod 
despised  it.  While  he  could  behold  with  an  eye  of 
pleasure  the  smiles  and  approbation  of  a  just  God 
blazing  forth  upon  that  glorious  Declaration  of 
Independence,  that  all  men  are  created  free  and 
equal,  he  could  but  quake  with  fear  to  see  the 
dark  blot  of  slavery  dashed  against  the  God-given 
truth.  ,    .  , :•  ,, 

I,  therefore,  an  humble  minister  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  he  "  who  came  to  preach  deliverance 
to  the  captive,  to  undo  the  heavy  burden,  break 
every  yoke,  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free;  and 
declare  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord  and  the 
day  of  vengeance  of  our  God,"  feeling,  that 
this  vengeance  is  aroused  against  us  as  a  nation, 
in  consequence  of  that  sum  of  all  villainy,  slavery, 
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and  yet  knowing  that  he  is  a  God  of  justice, 
mercy,  and  forbearance,  and  will  forgive  iniquity, 
transgression  and  sin  to  those  who  Avill  "humble 
themselves  and  break  off  from  their  sins,  by  doing 
right  and  showing  mercy  unto  the  poor,"  am 
lead  by  reason  of  your  proclamation  to  the  people 
and  ministers  of  the  United  States,  to  meet  together 
on  the  26th  day  of  the  present  month,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fasting  and  fervently  supplicating  Almighty 
God  for  the  safety  and  protection  of  our  army  and 
republic,  that  he  may  avert  this  dreadful  curse, 
civil  war,  and  that  his  peaceful  blessings  may  rest 
upon  us.  Inasmuch  as  four  millions  are  groaning 
under  the  shafts  of  this  Government  by  the  rebel 
traitors  of  the  South,  who  have  brought  about  this 
bloody  conflict,  seemed  to  be  passed  unnoticed  in 
your  proclamation,  and  knowing  as  you  know  that 
the  tender  and  affectionate  eye  of  that  beneficent 
Jehovah,  to  whom  you  have  ordered  us  to  look  for 
help,  in  this  time  of  need,  is  carefully  and  jealously 
fixed  upon  the  poor  bondman,  for  whom,  sir,  I  am 
lead  to  cite  you  to  the  fast  that  God  has  chosen  for 
this  nation  to  perform — Isa.  Iviii.  6,  which  reads 
as  follows :  "  Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen, 
to  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy 
burdens  and  let  the  oppresed  go  free,  and  that  ye 
break  every  yoke  ? "    As  you  tell  us  that  "  The  fear 
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of  tlie  Lord  is  the  beginuing  of  wisdom,"  and  true 
it  is;  and  as  it  is  wise  to  obey  God  rather  than 
man,  I  would  again  turn  your  attention  to  an  ex- 
ample found  in  the  acts  of  the  first  civil  war  that 
is  known  in  sacred  or  profane  histor}^ ;  it  is  found 
in  the  conflict  between  Benjamin  and  Israel. 
Lewdness  had  been  committed  in  the  land,  which 
offended  God,  although  Israel  went  up  to  the 
house  of  God  three  times  to  inquire  after  wisdom  to 
guide,  and  found  no  help  till  they  came  right  before 
him.  Judges  xx.  26.  "Then  all  the  children  of 
Israel  and  all  the  people  went  up,  and  came  unto 
the  house  of  God  and  wept,  and  sat  there  before 
the  Lord,  and  fasted  till  evening,  and  offered  burnt 
offerings  and  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord." 
Thus  you  may  see  that  they  were  successful  in 
obeying  God  in  the  subduing  of  their  enemies. 

It  is  good  to  have  faith  in  God ;  "  for  without 
faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  Him :"  Heb.  xi.  6. 
"  That  faith  that  works  by  love  and  purifies  the 
heart:"  Galatians  v.  6.  Love,  you  know,  excel- 
lent sir,  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbor.  Romans 
xii.  10.  As  we  would  men  do  for  us,  so  should  we  do 
for  them.  It  is  evident  that  slavery  works  ill  to  our 
neighbor  who  is  in  bonds,  and  his  condition  inter- 
esting the  heart  of  God  to  such  an  extent  that  He 
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has  told  us  "To  reiriember  them  thut  are  in  l-)0nd8 
as  bound  with  them  :"    Heb.  xiii.  3. 

The  southern  oligarchy,  and  rebel  desperadoes, 
and  desecrators  of  the  flag  of  this  glorious  repub- 
lic, have  robbed  the  hireling  of  his  labor,  and  their 
cries  have  gone  up  to  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth — and, 
worst  of  all,  we  have  helped  them.  Surely  the 
Lord  is  angry  with  us,  as  a  nation.  We  have 
joined  affinity  with  them,  as  Jehoshaphat  did  with 
Ahab.  The  Lord  forgive  us  for  this  wrong.  II 
Chronicles,  18  ;  James,  v.  4.  But  let  us  return  unto 
the  Lord,  as  Jehoshaphat  did.  II  Chronicles,  6.  And 
Jehoshaphat  feared,  and  set  his  face  to  seek  the 
Lord,  and  proclaimed  a  fast  throughout  all  Judea, 
and  Judea  gathered  tliemselves  together  to  ask 
help  of  the  Lord ;  even  of  all  the  cities  of  Judea 
they  came  to  seek  the  Lord.  And  J  ehoshaphat  stood 
in  the  congregation  of  Judea  and  Jerusalem,  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  before  the  new  court,  and 
said :  "  0,  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  art  not  Thou 
God  of  heaven  ?  and  rulest  not  Thou  over  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  heathen?  and  in  Thy  hand  is 
there  not  power  and  might,  so  that  none  is  able  to 
withstand  Thee  ?  "  &c.  Thus  you  may  see  how  the 
Lord  heard  the  prayer  of  Jehoshaphat,  and  subdued 
the  enemies  before  him — 24th  verse  of  the  same 
chapter.      So   let  the    noble   President,  Abraham 
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Lincoln,  the  great  functionary  of  the  people  of 
these  United  States,  do  likewise.  Let  liim  be  an 
Abraham  indeed — to  the  loyal  and  faithful  of  this 
country.  Let  him  rise  up  in  the  majesty  of  his 
official  power ;  let  him  be  called  the  friend  of  God, 
as  Abraham  of  old;  let  him  go  down  in  the  valley 
of  Sodom,  and  proclaim  the  fast,  such  as  God  has 
chosen,  the  aforenamed.  Let  him  break  the  jaws  of 
the  oppressor,  for  his  greedy  teeth  will  never  cease 
grinding  till  they  are  broken :  Gen.  xiii.  14,  15.  As 
Abraham  rescued  the  family  of  Lot,  his  brother,  and 
slaughtered  the  wicked  kings  who  oppressed  them,  so 
let  Abraham  Lincoln,  youi*  excellency,  see  that  these 
monarchs,  these  oppressers  of  the  poor  slave ;  these 
desperadoes;  these  haters  of  God  and  humanity; 
these  cradle-plunderers,  and  women  seducers;  these 
perpetrators  of  the  sum  of  all  villainies ;  these  trea- 
sonable rebels]again8t  the  best  government,  in  de- 
sign, according  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Yea,  let  those  who  would  dare  to  be  guilty  of  de- 
stroying so  noble  a  government,  share  the  fate  at 
your  hands  due  them,  under  God,  as  those  ancient 
monarchs  did  through  Abraham  of  old. 

Honored  sir,  take  fresh  courage ;  for  all  good  and 
honest  Christian  patriots  of  this  government  are  on 
your  side;  they  cast  their  ballots  for  you,  and  made 
you  their  President,  as  God  directed  them ;  their 
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unceasing  ejaciilationa  are  continually  going  up  to 
God  for  your  auccess.  A  strong  angel  of  God  is 
standing  on  tlie  side  of  the  oppressed,  with  an 
innumerable  company  of  heavenly  associates,  wait- 
ing to  see  what  Abraham  the  modern  will  do  in 
their  behalf;  the  almighty  arm  of  Jesus  is  around 
you  to  uphold  you  and  lead  you  on  to  conquest. 
The  prayers  of  my  congregation  are  always  ascend- 
ing to  God  for  your  triumph.  Success  then  is  in- 
evitable. So  sure  as  God  hates  robbery  for  burnt- 
offerings,  so  certain  he  hates  slavery  in  all  its 
bearings.  Consequently,  every  prayer  and  every 
effort  offered  by  the  Southern  Confederacy  will 
prove  futile,  and  come  to  utter  destruction  and  con- 
fusion. Then,  God  being  for  us,  who  can  success- 
fully be  against  us  ?  He  that  spared  not  his  own 
Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  will  certainly 
through  him  give  us  triumph  and  success  by 
you,  who  are  certainly  ordained  to  accomplish  this 
great  work,  as  an  honored  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  a  beneficent  Jehovah, 

Finally,  may  God,  our  gracious  benefactor,  be 
with  you,  and  your  dear  family,  and  your  noble  cab- 
inet by  which  you  are  surrounded,  and  speedy  peace 
come  to  us,  universal  liberty  be  permanently  estab- 
lished, and  equal  rights  be  enjoyed  by  all  men,  irre- 
spective of  color,  except  rebels,  who  have  forfeited 
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that  sacred  boon  by  treason  and  murder.  Then 
the  husbandman  will  return  to  his  vineyard,  the 
farmer  to  his  field,  the  mechanic  to  his  shop,  the 
merchant  to  his  merchandise,  and  the  righteous 
people  of  the  nation  to  the  sanctuary. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  humble  servant,  •.      .  :';' 

'  WALLACE  SHELTON, 

Pastor  of  Zion   Baptist    Church,    Third    street, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  , ,-   . 
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EMANCIPATION    PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas,  On  the  22d  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
1862,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States,  containing,  among  other  things, 
the  following,  to-wit : 

"  That  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty -three, 
all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any  State,  or 
designated  part  of  a  State,  the  people  whereof  shall 
then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  shall 
be  henceforth  and  forever  free  ;  and  the  Executive 
Government  of  the  United  States,  including  the 
Military  and  Naval  authorities  thereof,  will  recog- 
nize and  maintain  the  freedom  of  such  persons,  and 
will  do  no  act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or 
any  of  them  in  any  effort  they  may  make  for  their 
actual  freedom;  that  the  Executive  will,  on  the 
first  day  of  January  aforesaid,  issue  a  proclamation 
designating  the  States  and  parts  of  States,  if  any,  in 
which  the  people  therein,  respectively,  shall  then 
be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States ;  and  the 
fact  that  any  State,  or  the  people  thereof,  shall  on 
that  day  be,  in  good  faith,  represented  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  by  members  chosen  there- 
to, at  elections  wherein  a  majority  of  the  qualified 
voters  of  such  States  shall  have  participated,  shall, 
in  the  absence  of  strong  countervailing  testimony, 
be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  that  such  State  and 
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the  people  thereof,  are  not  in  rebellion  against  the 
United  States." 

iS'ow,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  power  in  me 
vested  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Kavy,  in  a  time  of  actual  armed  rebellion  against 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  fit  and  necessary  war  measure  for  sup- 
pressing said  rebellion,  do,  on  this  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
and'  sixty-three,  and  in  accordance  with  my  pur- 
pose so  to  do,  publicly  proclaim  for  the  full  period 
of  one  hundred  days  from  the  date  of  the  first  above 
mentioned  order,  designate  as  the  States  and  parts 
of  States  therein,  the  people  whereof  respectively 
are  this  day  in  rebellion  against  the  United'  States, 
the  following,  to-wit:  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana, 
except  the  Parishes  of  St.  Bernard,  Plaquemine, 
Jefferson,  St.  John,  St.  Charles,  St.  James,  Ascen- 
sion, Assumption,  Terrebonne,  La  Fourche,  St. 
Mary,  St.  Martin,  and  Orleans,  including  the  city  of 
!NeW  Orleans;  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Florida,  Geor- 
gia, South  Carolina,  ISTorth  Carolina,  and  Virginia, 
except  the  forty-eight  counties  designated  as  West 
Virginia,  and  also  the  counties  of  Berkley,  Ac- 
comac,  Northampton,  Elizabeth  City,  York, 
Princess  Anne,  and  Norfolk,  including  the  cities  of 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth ;  which  excepted  parts  are 
for  the  present  left  precisely  as  if  this  proclamation 
were-not  issued.  And  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid^  I  do  order  and  declare,  that 
all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  designated  States, 
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and  parts  of  States,  are,  and  henceforward  shall  be 
free,  and  that  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  Military  and  JSTaval 
authorities  thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the 
freedom  of  the  said  persons;  and  I  hereby  enjoin 
upon  the  people  so  declared  to  be  free  to  abstain 
from  all  violence,  unless  in  necessary  self-defence, 
and  I  recommend  to  them  that,  in  all  cases  where 
allowed,  they  labor  faithfully  for  reasonable  wages; 
and  I  further  declare  and  make  known  that  such 
persons  of  suitable  condition  will  be  received  into 
the  armed  service  of  the  United  States,  to  garrison 
forts,  positions,  stations,  and  other,  places,  and  to 
man  vessels,  of  all  sorts  in  said  service. 

And  upon  this,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act  of 
justice,  warranted  by  the  Constitution,  upon  mili- 
tary necessity,  I  invoke  the  considerate  judgment 
of  mankind  and  the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty 
God. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be 
affixed.  Done  at  the  City  of  Washington  this 
first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  eighty-seventh. 

(Signed)  ABRAHAM   LINCOLIT. 

By  the  President: 
Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


FREEDOM  REIGINS  TO-DAY. 

JOHN  BROWN  SONS. 

John  Brown  died  on  a  scaffold  for  tlie  slave, 
Dark  was  the  hour  when  they  dug  his  hallowed  grave; 
Now  God  avenges  the  life  he  gladly  gave — 
Freedom  reigns  to-day  ! 

Glory,  glory  hallelujah.  Glory,  glory  hallelujah, 
Glory,  glory  hallelujah!  Freedom  reigns  to-day  I         ,  i 

John  Brown  sowed  and  his  harvesters  are  we; — 
Honor  to  Lincoln  who  has  made  the  bondmen  free! 
Loved  evermore  shall  our  noble  ruler  be.  i     .     , 

Freedom  reigns  to-day!  Glory,  etc. 

John  Brown's  body  lies  mouldering  in  the  grave; 
Bright,  o'er  the  sod,  let  the  starry  banner  wave, — 
Lo!  lor  the  millions  he  periled  all  to  save, 
Freedom  reigns  to-day!  Glory,  etc. 

John  Brown  lives — we  are  gaining  on  our  foes — 
Right  shall  the  victor  be,  whatever  may  oppose — 
Fresh,  through  the  darkness,  the  wind  of  morning  blows. 
Freedom  reigns  to-day!  Glory,  etc. 

John  Brown's  soul  through  the  world  is  marching  on; 
Hail  to  the  hour  when  oppression  shall  be  gone! 
All  men  will  sing,  in  the  better  age's  dawn. 
Freedom  reigns  to-day!  Glory,  etc. 

John  Brown  dwells  where  the  battle-strife  is  o'er; 
Hate  cannot  harm  him  nor  sorrow  stir  him  more; 
Earth  will  remember  the  crown  of  thorns  he  wore — 
Freedom  reigns  to-day!  Glory,  etc. 

John  Brown's  body  lies  mouldering  in  the  grave! 

John  Brown  lives  in  the  triumphs  of  the  brave; 

John  Brown's  soul  not  a  higher  joy  can  crave — 

Freedom  reigns  to-day!  Glory,  etc. 
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